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	On 2/16/2019 – Tuesday night, my friends and I walked across the busy streets of Oakland bay view to the Grand Lake theatre in California Oakland. The adverts of the play Tuck Everlasting a production of Marc Abraham, Jane Startz and Thomas Bliss. The day seemed special since everything seemed to fall into place, and love was in the air as we watched the drama and romance unfold in the play in high spirits. 
	The feeling was overwhelming, and emotions were up high in the air not only for me but also for everybody in the theater. The theatre was of the best places to watch romantic plays judging from the past plays I had watched. The theatre was red decorated on that Tuesday and balloons fitted and the room was filled with a pleasant smell of rose. This was the opening night of the movie- and therefore we could not miss – not the opening night. The theatre filled to the brim with most people entering in couples so was each of my friends. The play was filled with emotional scenes where Jesse Tuck loses his love and his life is filled with drama even though he is immortal. Most of my friends and I were emotional and often tears could flow down but the ending was, and we were not disappointed to have come. So was everyone. 
	All the acting of the play was strategically placed and done in a unique way that not only conveyed the message clearly to the audience but also provided the ability to see the personal attributes of each actor. The setting of the stage was brilliant. The scene was divided into two parts which could be used once at a time and sometimes both. The first one was colored red and the other was black. The red colored stage was structure as a typical home and it had almost all the necessities of a modern home from the television set to the white-sheeted bedroom. All the love and romance was planned for this stage. The props used were also strategically designed and placed. The second room was fitted with black and white sofa set and did not have so much room as the first one. Also, the furniture was few and the wall picture was sad and unattractive as compared to the red colored stage. The room was also unkempt with a dirty floor and some pieces of paper on the furniture. The props used for the settings of both stages was very suggestive and metamorphic, and each item was utilized at a particular time of the play. The red decorated room was the occurrence of love and romance while the other dull room was where the incident of pain and drama occurred. Therefore I could agree with anyone who would suggest that the play would have different phases that would be acted in various stages. 
   The costumes used were very relevant and simple. Winnie was gorgeous and an attractive girl and had put on beautiful red and pink dresses all over the play which made her even more attractive. Her first lover whom she adored very much liked to dress like a cow boy at times, he wore blues jeans and a black shirt with boots and a cowboy hat which gave him a calming and caring look. Even for all other characters, their costumes portrayed their personal attributes that they displayed in the stage and indeed the outfits were well planned and worked just right for all the actors. The make-up of the play was very realistic and well understood. This is because the play had two stages, the dark colored and the bright colored. Mostly, only one stage was in action but at other times both stages could be used at the same time. For instance, Winnie and her lover Jesse would meet and talk on the red colored past of the stage while on the other stage were Jesse’s parents  Mae and Angus in prison where Jesse’s father-Mae was to be hanged the next day. I could see him wiping his tears with a white handkerchief. This shows how realistic the makeup of the play was and how realistic the characters were.
As the play started, the whole room was in darkness. A small dot of light developed on the stage followed by another which introduced the first two characters in the stage. Both stages were lighted differently. The dark-colored stage was not a bright as the bright colored stage. At one point Winnie fell in love with Jesse -at the bright colored stage and all the lights brightened up which everyone would conclude as the beginning of a good moment. Lighting at night was symbolized by yellow light while during the day was white light on the stage. The light setting of the play was very successful. The sound settings and the music was in variety which mostly depended on the character on stage and their trait. For example, most of the time when Winnie and Jesse met only soft Rhythm and Blues types of songs were playing. At the beginning of the paly when Winnie was in her earlier home before she escaped, slow and sad house music was playing. There were other sounds like wind sounds at night and birds chirping. The sound setting of the play contributed greatly to making the play more realistic.
The acting and directing of the play were very cleverly done because the play had both romances which revolved around Winnie and the immortal Jesse and the drama part which was mostly displayed in their families. The love was very moving and was very reflective for most people in the theatre. Family problems, for instance, Winnie’s parents’ portrayed dangers of parents’ strict control over their children leaving them without control over their life. The director of this played definitely carried the day. The play was very reflective and entertaining. The director Jay Russell was very rich in experience and just knew what to include at what time.
In a nutshell, Tuck Everlasting is a combination of romance and drama with some aspects fantasy cast according to the semi-modern standards of American culture. It is a very entertaining and reflexive play and very suitable for people of all ages to watch. All ages of people are featured in it and I believe everyone who would watch it would learn a thing or two. Therefore I highly recommend Tuck Everlasting for everyone.
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